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Sunset Public Hearing Questions for 

 WEST FORK DRAKES CREEK DAM AND RESERVOIR INTERSTATE AUTHORITY 

 Created by Section 64-1-901, Tennessee Code Annotated  

(Sunset termination June 2011) 

 

 

1.  Provide a brief introduction to the West Fork Drakes Creek Dam and Reservoir 

Interstate Authority and its board of directors, including information about its purpose, 

statutory duties, staff and administrative attachment.   

The Authority was formed many years ago, as a joint effort, in an attempt to secure an additional 

water supply from Drakes Creek for both cities of Portland, Tennessee and Franklin, Kentucky.   The 

entire scope of the project changed over the years when Franklin, KY secured its’ own water supply 

and Portland’s project was stalled due to problems.  However, the need of additional water supply 

still exists for Portland and was very critical during the drought of 2007. 

2.  Provide a list of current board of directors, or their designees, and describe how 

membership complies with Section 64-1-902, Tennessee Code Annotated.  Who appoints 

members?  Are there any vacancies on the board, and if so, what is being done to fill those 

vacancies? 

There are currently no board members appointed.  In October 2004, shortly after then-Mayor 

Calloway appeared before the State Legislature for an extension, the need of appointments were an 

agenda item of the city’s Legislative Committee, with him providing the explanation.  But neither 

the committee nor the City Council acted in making any appointments.   

3. What per diem or travel reimbursement do board members receive?   How much was 

paid to board members during fiscal years 2009 and 2010?  Were there any other expenses 

charged to the authority?   

None  

4. What were the authority’s revenues (by source) and expenditures (by object) for 

fiscal years 2009-2010? 

None 

5. What is the amount and due date of bonds  outstanding, as well as any related sinking 

funds? 

No bonds were ever issued by this authority to my knowledge.   
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6. What reports does the authority prepare on its operations, activities, and 

accomplishments, and who receives these reports? 

None  

7. Has the board formulated and issued the annual statement of objectives, priorities, 

and programs required by Section 64-1-907, Tennessee Code Annotated?  Has the board 

annually reported to the governors of Tennessee and Kentucky, as required by Section 64-1-

907?  If so, please provide a copy of the most recent report.   

None from the City of Portland.   We are unaware of any that may have been issued on behalf of 

Franklin, Kentucky.   

8. Does the authority have a website?  If so, please provide its web address.  What kind 

of public information is provided on the site?   

None 

9. Is the board subject to Sunshine law requirement (Section 8-44-101 et seq., 

Tennessee Code Annotated) for public notice of meetings, prompt and full recording  of 

minutes, and public access to the minutes?  If so, what procedure does the board have for 

informing the public of its meetings and making its minutes available to the public? 

If the Authority were in place, it would be subject to the current requirements.   

10. Does the board have the authority to promulgate rules?  If rules have been 

promulgated, please cite the reference.  If such authority is not granted, does the board feel 

that authority is needed?  

None.   

I have no opinion on whether the authority should have that right granted.   

11. How many times did the board meet during fiscal years 2009 and 2010 and how 

many members attended each time and how many counties were represented?   

None  

12. What is the current status of construction of the dam and reservoir?  Are there other 

activities the authority is involved in?  What cooperative activities has the board been 

involved in with local, county, state or federal agencies or entities?   

Construction plans were halted in 2003 before dam construction ever began.   

N/A 

N/A 
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13. What were the authority’s major accomplishments during fiscal years 2009 and 

2010?  Specifically, describe the nature and extent of authority activities as they pertain to 

the enumerated powers  and duties defined in Section 64-1-903, Tennessee Code Annotated.   

None 

14. Does the board have a conflict-of-interest policy?  What procedures has the board put 

in place for its members and staff to disclose personal and professional interests such as 

business partners, prior employment, financial investments, or family members in 

situations that might influence or appear to influence board members’ decisions?  How and 

to what extent is a board member’s participation limited in discussions and decisions on 

issues in which they may have conflicts of interest?   

None, but if it were active, it would certainly be advisable.   

15. Describe any items related to the authority that require legislative attention and your 

proposed legislative changes.   

The members of the Tennessee Legislature should know that we cannot proceed with the dam and 

reservoir because the Tennessee Dept of Environment and Conservation refused (and continues to 

refuse) to renew our permits. 

16. Should the authority be continued?  Why or why not? 

Yes, it should be continued to allow the City of Portland to exhaust every possible option in securing 

this dam and reservoir as a much needed additional water supply.   

17. Please list all authority programs or activities that receive federal financial 

assistance and, therefore are required to comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  

Include the amount of federal funding received by program/activity.  

None known 

If the authority does receive federal assistance, please answer questions 18 through 24.  If the 

authority does not receive federal assistance, proceed directly to question 25.   

18  – 24  Portland is skipping over these questions as no authority is currently in place therefore, 

no federal funding has been used . 

25. Please list all authority contracts, detailing each contractor, the services provided, 

the amount of the contract, and the ethnicity of the contractor/business owner.   

None 

 

 

 


